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Pronunciation: classical Latin

Quis ex hominibus es tG? Qud ndmine?

Who of men are you? What is your name?

Nomine Paris sum... filius PriamT, non, pastor, vel fortasse
princeps ... 10, td quis?

My name is Paris, son of Priam, no, a shepherd ... well, maybe
a prince. Who are you?

M1 nomen est Discordia.

My name is Discord.

Dea ipsa?

The goddess?

Dea ipsa. Tu-ne miles?

The goddess. Are you a soldier?

Ego pastor.

I’m a herdsman.

Cum bobus vivere libet?

Are you happy living with cattle?

Sic placet.

Yes, | like it.

Vin vidére bella pugnasque?

Do you want to see wars and battles?
Quam ob rem?

For what reason?

Pro gloria in armis.

For military glory.

Nunc certissimé iocaris, 0 bellatrix! Mt libet iacére gramine cum
bobus.

Now you really must be joking, you battle-maiden! I'm happy
lying on the grass with the oxen.

Credo. Sed nonne es Paris, Priam filius, régis Troiae?

Sure. But are you not Paris, son of Priam, the king of Troy?
Ut quidam dicunt.

Some people say so.

Pater tuus in populdos multds imperium tenet.

Your father holds power over many peoples.

Ego Gnus ex filils quinquaginta. Quos ad studia persequenda
Priamus ex urbe et hic mé misit.

| am one of fifty sons. Priam sent us away from Troy to
complete our studies and he sent me here.

Té miserum. Ego sum etiam excladr solita.

You poor thing. | too know the feeling of being excluded.

Hic sum félix. Mea est illa casa stramentis tecta.

I’m happy here. That is my cottage, thatched with straw.
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Three goddesses (Juno, Minerva and Venus) appear in the fire.

PARIS Quid est illud? Quae & nymphis sunt illae?
What is that? Who are those nymphs?
DISCORD Vin meas salltare sorores?
Do you want to meet my sisters?
PARIS Etiamne deae?
Are they goddesses too?
DISCORD Sané sanctissimae.
For sure, most blest.
PARIS Certé quas salatem.
Certainly I'd like to meet them.
DISCORD Vol0 ut mels € sororibus pulcherrimam éligas.
| want you to choose the fairest of my sisters.
PARIS Ut ego pulcherrimam € deabus éligam? Quorsum?
You want me to choose the fairest of goddesses? Why?
DISCORD Ecce, hoc malum. Est an1 dilectissimae.
Look at this apple. It’s for the one you like the most.
PARIS Cui deae ... incertus ... sum mortalis.
Which goddess? ... | don’t know ... I'm a mortal.
DISCORD Ssst, deae adsunt.
Hush! The goddesses are approaching.

Juno appears — in the flames

JUNO Ego adsum, lGno, divum régina.
| am here, Juno, queen of the gods.

PARIS Deae immortales! Tibi salttem dico, 0 ltino, divum régina.
Immortal goddesses! Greetings, Juno, queen of the gods.

JUNO O homao, mihi dic quid désiderés? Hondrés? Dignitatés?
Auctoritatem?

Tell me, fellow, what you desire. Position? Respect? Influence?
PARIS Sic.

Yes.
JUNO Meum donum est imperium. Sum dea imperatrix.
My gift is power. | am the empress goddess.
PARIS Concedo pareoque.
| submit and obey.
JUNO Faciam omnés ut gentés té revereantur.
I'll make all peoples respect you.
PARIS Méne?
Me?
JUNO Té ipsum.
You.
PARIS Tibi gratias.
Thank you.
JUNO Nonne sT scis quid tibi prosit, 6 puer, lGnonT deae maximae

malum tradés aureum?
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JUNO

| take it if you know what is good for you, boy, you'll give the
golden apple to Juno, the greatest goddess?

Ut placet, 6 dea maxima!

As you wish, greatest goddess!

Bene sé habet.

That’s good.

Juno fades. Minerva appears
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Quis es t0?

Who are you?

Sum nomine Minerva.

My name is Minerva.

Minerval

Minerva!

Ego ipsa.

| am her.

Té saluto, 0 dea sancta benignaque.

Greetings, goddess, holy and kindly.

Qualem artem profitéris?

What skill do you have?

Nallam.

None.

Vin fierT ingeniosus?

Do you want to be talented?

Sane.

Sure.

Et in vils mundi pradéns?

And wise in the ways of the world?

Etiam. Beatus ille quT pecorum vias sequitur pridéns.
Yes. Happy is he who wisely follows the paths of his herds.
Itaque in té crédam, O puer, ut Minervae, deae sapientiae
artiumque, malum tradas aureum.

Then | shall rely on you, my boy, to give the golden apple to
Minerva, goddess of wisdom and skills.

Vero placet, véro placet. (Minerva fades) ... Salvé?
Indeed | will, indeed | will. ... Hello?

Venus appears

VENUS
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VENUS
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Salvé!

Hello!

Salve.

Hello.

Et tG quis dearum immortalium?

And which of the immortal goddesses are you?
M1 nOmen est Venus.

My name is Venus.

Mirabilis visa!

Marvellous to see!
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VENUS O Paris, puer félicissime, améris flammam concupiscis?
Paris, you are a very lucky boy. Do you desire the flame of

love?
PARIS Sané quam!
Very much so!
VENUS Féminam tibi pulcherrimam in orbe terrarum dabo.
| will give you the most beautiful wife in the world.
PARIS Da mit basia mille.
Give me a thousand kisses.
VENUS ST nos fata sinunt.
If the fates allow us.
PARIS Deinde usque altera mille.
Then another thousand.
VENUS Absis! Quid dicis?
Stop! What do you say?
PARIS Oro!
Please!
VENUS Dé malo aured?
About the golden apple?
PARIS Esto, estd. Tu éligenda, 6 victrix! lam sum certus!

So be it. You’re the chosen one, you’re the victor! Now I’'m sure!

END

The Choice of Paris © G.D.A. Sharpley 2007



